BEGINNING A NEW LIFE IN JAPAN BAETHIDHULVETOIHIC

'_& School education

@® School education in Japan
Japanese compulsory education comprises six
years of elementary school and three years of
junior high school. There is also highshool and
university, graduate and technical-level
education available.

The school week runs from Monday through
Friday.

The school year begins in April and ends in
March of the following year.

In Japan, children enter elementary school at
the age of six.

There are public schools (run by city or
prefectural governments) and private schools.

@® Education stages and
enrollment procedures

<{ Kindergarten
Kindergartens offer education programs for
pre-school-aged children three to five years of
age to enhance children's mental and physical
development. For enrollment in public
kindergartens, complete the necessary
procedures at the kindergarten. Children from
four years of age can be enrolled in public
kindergartens (some Kindergartens start
enrolling students from 3 years of age). If you
experience difficulties please contact the
Instructors Division of the Board of Education.
Instructors Division, Board of Education
& 079-221-2762
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<> Elementary and junior high schools,
combined elementary-junior high
school
Children from age 6 to 15 must take
mandatory education courses in elementary
school and junior high school, combined
elementary-junior high school, or special needs
education schools. Textbooks are provided
free of charge. Elementary, junior high,
combined elementary-junior high school, and
special needs education schools (with
exceptions) provide lunch services (paid).
Instructors Division, Board of Education
B079-221-2762
<> High schools
Entry to high school is permitted for those
who have graduated from junior high schools
and passed the entrance exam. High schools
offer different courses, including general,
technical, vocational, and integrated studies.
Junior high schools are responsible for
application procedures for their students who
wish to enter high school. Contact Koko
Kyoikuka (High School Education Section) of
the Hyogo Prefectural Board of Education for
inquiries about Prefectural High Schools;
contact the Gakko Shidoka (School Education
Management Section) of Himeji City Board of
Education for inquiries about City High
Schools.
High School Education Section, Hyogo
Prefectural Board of Education
B078-362-9444
School Education Management Section,
Himeji City Board of Education
B079-221-2766

<> Universities/colleges
Universities/colleges accept those who have
graduated from high schools and passed an
entrance exam. Public (national or municipal)
and private universities and colleges offer
four-year courses, while junior colleges provide
two-year curricula.
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