INTRODUCTION TO HIMEJI CITY
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Himeji is located at the center of the Harima
Plain in the southwestern part of Hyogo
Prefecture. Surrounded by mountains and the
sea, Himeji has developed as a transportation
hub of western Japan. Blessed with a mild
climate and natural beauty, the city has realized
excellent cultural characteristics through its
long history as a castle town.

Since Himeji became a city in April 1889,
its population has increased together with
expansion of the city area, and now currently
exceeds 530,000, including more than 10,000
international residents.

While evolving as a center for economics,
culture and education in the Harima region,
the city now comprises a large economic and
cultural block in the region.

International partnerships
<Sister city/friendship city/sister castle
relationships>

Six sister city/friendship city relationships
and two sister castle relationships have
been formed between Himeji and overseas
cities. Based on these relations, the city has
promoted international exchange activities in
various areas.

Location/Date of agreement

Charleroi (Belgium): July 13, 1965

Phoenix (USA): November 3, 1976

Adelaide (Australia): April 19, 1982

Curitiba (Brazil): May 14, 1984

Taiyuan (China): May 20, 1987

Chateau de Chantilly (France): May 11, 1989
Changwon (South Korea): April 18, 2000
Conwy Castle (Wales): October 29, 2019

Tourism and Friendship Exchange
Agreement

Himeji City has signed a Tourism and Friendship
Exchange Agreement with Castles in Bavaria,
Germany, and is pursuing collaborations and
exchanges based on tourism promotion.
Location/Date of agreement

Neuschwanstein Castle (Germany): March 26,
2015

Activities of the Himeji Cultural and
International Exchange Foundation (in
charge of international exchange)

The Himeji Cultural and International Exchange
Foundation aims to promote the city's
globalization and community-based international
exchange activities.

- Programs to enhance communication with
international residents
Activities For International Exchange &
Understanding
International Friendship Festival
Japanese Speech Contest

- Learning and training courses
Various language classes for citizens
Holding sessions to facilitate
understanding of other cultures at
different sites upon users' request by
dispatching lecturers
Volunteer Step-Up Study Group

- Exchanges with sister cities and castles
Sending and accepting young people (junior
high or high school students)

- Support for international residents
Consultation services, broadcasting in
different languages, Japanese classes for
foreigners, information magazine for
international residents in different languages.

The Foundation (in charge of international
exchange) has a supporting members system.

BFor detailed information, contact:
Himeji Cultural and International
Exchange Foundation (in charge of
international exchange)

3F Egret Himeji Building,68-290
Honmachi, Himeji 670-0012

TEL (079) 282-8950

FAX (079) 282-8955

Website: https://www.himeji-iec.or.jp
Email: info-iec@himeji-iec.or.jp
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