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Housing

@® Japanese housing

In Japan, housing is provided either by public
organizations or private corporations. Public
housing is managed by prefectural or city
governments, while private real estate brokers
arrange private housing. Lot size and floor
space are usually indicated in the Japanese
unit tsubo, which is equivalent to approximately
3.3 square meters. In general, room space is
expressed in terms of tatami mats (which are
about 180x90cm each), using a unit called jo.

@ Public housing

Some public housing is available for
international residents. There are some criteria
for application, including income requirements.
If the number of applicants exceeds that of
open housing units available, applicants are
selected by lottery.
City-owned housing: Himeji City
Housing Section

2079-221-2632

Prefectural housing: Hyogo
Prefecture Public Housing Service
Corporation Himeji Branch

&079-286-9701

Prefectural kosha (public) housing: Hyogo
Prefectural Housing Corporation, Housing
Management Division,

Western Management Division

&8078-232-0045

@ Private housing

Real estate companies offer a brokerage
service for finding, selling or buying private
real estate, such as houses, apartments and
condominiums.

@® It is recommended
that you clarify your
preferences in advance

* how much you can pay for rent

* how many rooms and how much space you
need

* which area you prefer to live in.

Visit real estate brokers in the area you prefer,
and tell them your preferences (location,
budget, layout).

<Signing a contract>

Generally, it is recommended that you see
several properties before making a decision.
Be sure to receive a detailed explanation of
lease conditions. If you agree with the lease
conditions, submit an application to the
real estate company. Your application will
undergo the landlord's screening and may
be declined if the landlord disagrees. Upon
the landlord's agreement, you will receive an
explanation of contract terms and conditions
and sign a lease contract before moving in.
It is also necessary for you to confirm with the
landlord and real estate broker regarding your
and their responsibilities before signing the
contract.

<Example real estate advertisement symbols>

K . kitchen

DK :dining-kitchen

1DK : dining-kitchen plus one bedroom
LDK : dining-kitchen and living room

S . storage
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