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ABOUT ME

Hello!

| am Emily Bierma, the 6th
Coordinator for
International Relations
(CIR) in Himeji. | was born
and raised in Indiana, USA.
| first moved to Japan in
August 2024 and was
appointed as Himeji's CIR
in August 2026.

Nice to meet you!

A Coordinator for
International Relations
(CIR)is a position on the
JET Programme that
involves providing
international expertise in a
local government office.
My everyday work involves
translation, interpreting as
well as holding cultural
exchange events in Himeji.
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PIECE OF CAKE
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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HIMEJI MOON VIEWING EVENT

This year's moon viewing event will be held on
September 25th, 2026. Enjoy a variety of live
performances and music as well as tea ceremony in front
of the castle. At Koko-en Garden, see the traditional
garden’s beauty in a new way during the garden light-up.
Enjoy gazing at the moon with Himeji's beautiful historic
scenery as the backdrop! | will be one of the announcers
announcing things in English, so | hope to see some of
you there!

Date & Time: 9/25/2026 (Fri.) 17:00 - 21:00

*Will be postponed to 9/26 (Sat.) in the case of rain
Place: Himeji Castle Sanomaru Square
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HEART-FLUTTERING HIMEJI
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SELF-INTRODUCTION « ABOUT
HIMEJI'S CIR

Hello everyone! My name is Emily Bierma, and | was newly appointed as
Coordinator for International Relations (CIR) for Himeji in August. | am
from Indiana in America, and although the beginning of my life in Japan
started in August 2024 when | became the CIR for Seika Town, Kyoto
Pref., my two-year term passed and | was appointed as Himeji's CIR. After
moving to Himeji | soon began to like it, so | am looking forward to liking
it even more through my work as well as through this article series.

Although my hobbies include drawing and reading, after coming to
Japan, | began to love going to cafes, and that has become a new
"hobby." | look on Google maps to see if there are any stylish cafes near
my current location, and if | find one that looks particularly delicious, | go.
| have called this a “Café Crawl Challenge.” If | do this, it makes an outing
more interesting and fun. If you find places close to your home or
workplace, it means you've already decided on a special place to go
when you want to treat yourself. | have these kinds of places in my life.
There are a lot of delicious and stylish cafes in Himeji. Every Monday, | go
to a café called "Hamamoto Coffee,” order a motivational almond toast
and coffee to get me through the new week, and pass the time reading. |
make use of the power given to me by the delicious food to do my best
during the whole week, not just the whole day. Occasionally, | will meet
people at cafés and have a chance for fun exchange, so even on a day off
you could still say | am doing international exchange.
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When you think of the job “Coordinator for International Relations,” there
may be people who don't understand what that work entails, and the
work they do differs depending on the city, town, or village. Because of
that, | would like to use this article to introduce the Coordinator for
International Relations job in Himeji. The Coordinator for International
Relations, known as the CIR, is a job that involves translation and
interpretation as well as participation and planning of cultural exchange
events. In my case, | came to Japan through a system called the JET
Program, assigned to a contracting organization, Through my work, |
work hard to cultivate meaningful relationships and awareness between
citizens, foreigners, and tourists so that they can understand cultural
similarities and differences together. Himeji's CIR is involved in Sister
City, Castle, and other connections, translates and interprets, participates
in cultural exchange events, and more. | don't only share American
culture with citizens, but | have also been able to more closely come in
contact with Japanese culture through a variety of different ways thanks
to this job, | can become a big connecting bridge between cultures.

With this article, | want to write not only report-like articles about my
work, but also search for the charm in Himeji by going to various places
and facilities, learning about new places and things, and introducing
these "heart-fluttering spots” to everyone. | think this is on part of cultural
exchange, and | want to more deeply understand and respect not just
Himeji culture, but Japanese culture as a whole, and | hope this can be
one more step on this cultural bridge.
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