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Using English to Broaden Perspectives

by (Class 3-7), Noeru Tokihisa (Hirohata Junior High School graduate)
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Before | decided to take the entrance exam for the Global Cultural Course at Kotogaoka,
| thought | had a good understanding of cross cultural awareness, especially regarding
"diversity”. | thought that because | had a lot of interaction with people from different
backgrounds, these experiences would help me have a good understanding of diversity. But | was wrong. | didn’t
know what diversity really meant.

After enrolling in the Global Cultural Course, | was able to get in touch with so many different cultures and
learn about what is happening around the world today. Every time | was in class, | was surprised by my classmates’
opinions on various topics. This led me realize that every single person has a unique way of thinking.

Even though we all couldn't go abroad due to COVID-19, | could still learn a lot through my conversations with
classmates and teachers. In short, learning about other cultures doesn’t necessarily mean you need to go abread.

Even in a small, familiar community, there are a lot of chances to hear brand new perspectives. Moreover,
learning English makes this possible and easier. That's why | want to continue learning and improving my English.
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