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1. DEFINITION OF THE CULTURAL AND [. SUEEREK VA IREED E R
NATURALHERITAGE
Article 1 CRES

For the purpose of this Convention, the following shall | Z D& 0@ £, 3UEEFE] &3, ROBLDEWH,

be considered as "cultural heritage":
EARLEY LSNEREE TR K Ok, &7
W SIEED . #9530, IR ONT 2 s DM %
BT, FER B 6T ESUIR S BB BT E A A
THHD

monuments: architectural works, works of monumental
sculpture and painting, elements or structures of an
archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave dwellings and
combinations of features, which are of outstanding
universal value from the point of view of history, art or

science;

groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected
buildings which, because of their architecture, their
homogeneity or their place in the landscape, are of
outstanding universal value from the point of view of
history, art or science;

sites: works of man or the combined works of nature and
man, and areas including archaeological sites which are
of outstanding universal value from the historical,

aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological point of view.
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II.D Criteria for the assessment of Outstanding
Universal Value
77. The Committee considers a property as having
Outstanding Universal Value (see paragraphs 49-53) if
the property meets one or more of the following criteria.
Nominated properties shall therefore:
(i) represent a masterpiece of human creative genius;
(ii) exhibit an important interchange of human values,
over a span of time or within a cultural area of the world,
on developments in architecture or technology,
monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design;
(iii) bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a
cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or
which has disappeared;
(iv) be an outstanding example of a type of building,
architectural or technological ensemble or landscape
which illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human
history;
(v) be an outstanding example of a traditional human
settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is representative
of a culture (or cultures), or human interaction with the
environment especially when it has become vulnerable

under the impact of irreversible change;

(vi) be directly or tangibly associated with events or
living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic
and literary works of outstanding universal significance.
(The Committee considers that this criterion should
preferably be used in conjunction with other criteria);

(vii) contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of
exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance;

(viii) be outstanding examples representing major
stages of earth's history, including the record of life,
in the

development of landforms, or significant geomorphic or

significant on-going geological processes
physiographic features;

(ix) be outstanding examples representing significant
on-going ecological and biological processes in the
evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water,
coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of
plants and animals;

(x) contain the most important and significant natural
habitats for in-situ conservation of biological diversity,
including those containing threatened species of
Outstanding Universal Value from the point of view of

science or conservation.
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Brief Synthesis

Himeji-jo is the finest surviving example of early 17th-
century Japanese castle architecture. It is located in
Himeji City, in the Hyogo Prefecture, an area that has
been an important transportation hub in West Japan
since ancient times.

The castle property, situated on a hill summit in the
central part of the Harima Plain, covers 107 hectares
and comprises eighty-two buildings. It is centred on the
Tenshu-gun, a complex made up of the donjon, keeps and
connecting structures that are part of a highly developed
system of defence and ingenious protection devices
dating from the beginning of the Shogun period. The
castle functioned continuously as the centre of a feudal
domain for almost three centuries, until 1868 when the
Shogun fell and a new national government was created.
The principal complex of these structures is a
masterpiece of construction in wood, combining function
with aesthetic appeal, both in its elegant appearance
unified by the white plastered earthen walls — that has
earned it the name Shirasagi-jo (White Heron Castle) —
and in the subtlety of the relationships between the
building masses and the multiple roof layers visible from

almost any point in the city.

Criterion (1): Himeji-jo is a masterpiece of construction
in wood. It combines its effective functional role with
great aesthetic appeal, both in the use of white-painted
plaster and in the subtlety of the relationships between
the building masses and the multiple roof layers.

Criterion (iv): It represents the culmination of Japanese
castle architecture in wood, and preserves all its

significant features intact.
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Integrity

The property, a single entity zone of 107 ha, is almost
coincident with the overall castle grounds, which are
divided into the inner walled zone and the outer walled
zone. The property boundaries follow the moats around
In the
property zone, the eighty-two buildings that include the

the outer walled zone, except in the southeast.

donjon complex, ramparts, gates, and stone walls have
fully retained their original composition and condition
dating back to the early 17th century, although some of
the buildings of Himeji-jo were lost in the process of
historical change.

The feudal masters of the castle kept it in good order
with regular repair campaigns in the 17th, 18th, and
19th centuries. There has been some loss of buildings
over time. After the national government took over the
site, part of the west bailey and samurai houses were
replaced by military buildings. These buildings were
removed in 1945 and replaced by public buildings. In
1882, fire destroyed the castle lord’s residential
compounds. However, these losses can be considered
minor one, and total integrity has been kept.

Thus, Himeji-jo perfectly preserves the interior and
exterior characteristics of a 17th century Japanese
castle, and integrity is ensured in the contexts of both

wholeness and intactness.

Authenticity

A series of conservation projects since 1934 have been
carried out using techniques developed in Japan for
conservation of wooden structures and in conformity
with established principles of authenticity in terms of
form/design,materials/substance, traditions/techniques
and location/setting. The use of new materials is
rigorously controlled, and all important proposals
should be discussed and approved by the council.
Buildings added to the site in the 19th or 20th centuries
have been removed.

The only modern intrusion has been the insertion of the
reinforced concrete foundation raft, which was justified
on the grounds that the process of deformation of the
structures due to the weakness of the subsoil would
inevitably lead to catastrophic collapse in a region of
high seismic activity. Incompatible interventions, such
as doors and windows, that occurred in earlier work,
have been replaced with appropriate elements when
enough information was available on the form and

substance of the originals.
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Protection and management requirements

Since the beginning of the Japanese Modern period in
1868, the national government has protected the
property in close cooperation with local governments.
Its eighty-two buildings and the site area of 107 ha are
protected as National Treasures, Important Cultural
Properties and a Special Historic Site under the 1950
Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties. Under the
law, proposed alterations to the existing state of the
property are restricted, and any alteration must be
approved by the national government.

Development pressure in the 143 hectare buffer zone is
controlled by the 1987 Himeji City Urban Design
Ordinance, the regulatory power of which was reinforced
in 2008 under the 2004 Landscape Law. According to the
2004 Landscape Law, Himeji City also amended the
1988 Urban Design Master Plan and newly developed
the Landscape Control Guideline in 2007. Himeji City
must be notified of any proposed projects along streets
with scenic views of Himeji-jo, and any proposed large-
scale projects in the surroundings of Himeji-jo, in order
to confirm that the proposed structures will fit in with
the character of the historic environment.

All the buildings and most of the site area are owned by
the national government. Ownership of the remaining
area is divided among Hyogo Prefecture, Himeji City,
and private companies. Under the 1950 Law, Himeji
City is appointed as the official custodial body for
managing the legally protected Himeji-jo site and
buildings. The city carries out its responsibilities
through the Management Office for the Himeji-jo Area,
and according to the 1964 City Ordinance for the
Management of Himeji-jo, the 1986 Management Plan
for the Himeji-jo Historic Site (final revision in 2008),
and guidance by the national government. The efforts
cover activities including daily maintenance, cleaning,
traffic

prevention, and site arrangement and interpretation.

regular inspection, restriction, disaster
As fire and earthquakes are the greatest risk to the
property, the buildings are equipped with automatic fire
alarms, security cameras, fire hydrants, and lightning
arresters. All information from these facilities is
monitored by the Himeji-jo Disaster Control Centre.
With regard to earthquakes, Himeji City established an
expert committee in 2006 to study, analyze, develop, and
implement a necessary seismic strengthening scheme

for the main donjon of Himeji-jo.
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I1.F Protection and management
Buffer zones

103. Wherever necessary for the proper protection of the
property, an adequate buffer zone should be provided.
104. For the purposes of effective protection of the
nominated property, a buffer zone is an area
surrounding the nominated property which has
complementary legal and/or customary restrictions
placed on its use and development in order to give an
added layer of protection to the property. This should
include the immediate setting of the nominated
property, important views and other areas or attributes
that are functionally important as a support to the
property and its protection. The area constituting the
buffer zone should be determined in each case through
Details the

characteristics and authorized uses of a buffer zone, as

appropriate mechanisms. on size,
well as a map indicating the precise boundaries of the
property and its buffer zone, should be provided in the
nomination.

105. A clear explanation of how the buffer zone protects

the property should also be provided.

106. Where no buffer zone is proposed, the nomination
should include a statement as to why a buffer zone is not
required.

107. Although buffer zones are not part of the nominated
property, any modifications to or creation of buffer zones
subsequent to inscription of a property on the World
Heritage List should be approved by the World Heritage
Committee using the procedure for a minor boundary
modification (see paragraph 164 and Annex 11). The
creation of buffer zones subsequent to inscription is
considered to be a minor

normally boundary

modification .
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