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[Period] September 1st until 30th 2025 [Hours] 9:00amto4:30 pm (enter by 4:00pm)
[Location] The Hishi Gate and its 2nd Floor Turret
[Admission] ¥200 s Separate from the castle entrance fee.
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The Hishi Gate is located just beyond the entrance to the
castle. Its windows, adorned with metal fittings on black
lacquer, accentuate its majestic character and clearly
distinguish this gate as a special entrance. The Hishi Gate is
a nationally designated Important Cultural Property, and
among the gates that remain within Himeji Castle, it is the
largest turret gate. This time, we are offering a special
viewing of the turret interior on the second floor of the Hishi
Gate. Please take this opportunity to witness thesstark,
robust construction designed«for defense, which stands in

starkicontrast:to the gate’s imposing exterior.
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This is a onigawara' (roof-end tiles) that was once attached somewhere on the ridges of
The Hishi Gate except for the east and west ends. There is a crest engraved on it called
the “omodaka” (water plantain) crest. This crest has not been seen on any of the other
onigawara' (roof-end tiles) or round eaves tiles around the castle. This is because none
of the successive lords of Himeji Castle ever used the omodaka as their family crest.
The Sakai family adopted the “kenkatabami” (wood sorrel with sword-shaped leaves) as
their formal crest and used the “mitsuboshi” (three stars) as an alternate crest, but it is
believed that they once used the omodaka crest as their formal crest. Since the alternate
crest mitsuboshi is said to have derived from the fruit of the omodaka, it is possible that
this onigawara was made based on this old tradition.
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Himeji Castle has three small keeps. These small keeps are positioned around the main keep at the northern, northwestern, and western
. This structure is known as a
"renritsu-shiki-tenshu" (linked-keep style) , which is an essential feature when discussing the architectural complex of Himeji Castle.
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Admission/ ¥200
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One of the key characteristics of The Hishi Gate is the window with black lacquer
coating and decorative metal fittings. Among these is a bell-shaped window called
a katomado. This is the cypress wood frame of a katomado, which was removed
during the major restoration of Himeji Castle in the Showa era. When the castle
was repaired during the Meiji period, most of the lacquer had already peeled off
and many of the decorative metal fittings were missing. As a result, the wooden
parts have been worn and thinned by wind erosion. However, less wind erosion
occurred where the metal fittings were attached, and the outlines of the metal

fittings are still visible.
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*Separate from the castle entrance fee.
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Hours,/9:00am to 5:00pm, (enter by 4:00pm)

*Pre-school children receive free admission.
*18-year-old senior high school students are admitted at the child rate.
*Combination tickets for Himeji Castle and Koko-en garden: Adult:¥1050/Child:¥360
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[Inquiries about Himeji Castle] Himeji Castle Management Office  Phone: (079)285-1146 [Published by] Tourism Division, City of Himeji Phone: (079)221-2121




